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lations of international humanitarian law,
known as INDICT, continues.

The Multinational Interception Force
(MIF) continues its important mission in the
Arabian Gulf. The United States Navy pro-
vides the bulk of the forces involved in the
maritime sanctions enforcement authorized
under UNSCR 665, although we receive
much-needed help from a number of close
allies. In recent months, ships from The
Netherlands, Canada, New Zealand, and the
United Kingdom have participated in MIF
operations. We continue active pursuit of
broad-based international participation in
these operations.

Illegal smuggling of Iraqi gasoil from the
Shatt Al Arab waterway continues to increase
at an alarming rate. We now estimate that
over 150,000 metric tons of gasoil each
month is exported from Iraq in violation of
UNSCR 661. The smugglers use the terri-
torial waters of Iran with the complicity of
the Iranian government that profits from
charging protection fees for these vessels to
avoid interception by the MIF in inter-
national waters. Cash raised from these ille-
gal operations is used to purchase contraband
goods that are then smuggled back into Iraq
by the same route. We continue to brief the
U.N. Sanctions Committee regarding these
operations and have pressed the Committee
to compel Iran to give a full accounting of
its involvement. We have also worked closely
with our MIF partners and Gulf Cooperation
Council states to take measures to curb sanc-
tions-breaking operations. A recent spill of
illegal Iraqi gasoil caused the desalinization
plant in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), to suspend operation for 2 days, high-
lighting the environmental threat these ac-
tivities pose to Gulf states. Recent announce-
ments by the Government of the UAE that
it intends to crack down on smugglers who
operate UAE-flagged vessels has been
backed up by strong actions against violators
detained by the MIF.

The United Nations Compensation Com-
mission (UNCC), established pursuant to
UNSCR 687, continues to resolve claims
against Iraq arising from Iraq’s unlawful inva-
sion and occupation of Kuwait. The UNCC
has issued almost 1.1 million awards worth
approximately $5.9 billion. Thirty percent of

the proceeds from the oil sales permitted by
UNSCR 986 have been allocated to the
Compensation Fund to pay awards and to
finance operations of the UNCC, and these
proceeds will continue to be allocated to the
Fund under UNSCR 1111. To the extent that
money is available in the Compensation
Fund, initial payments to each claimant are
authorized for awards in the order in which
the UNCC has approved them, in install-
ments of $2,500.00.

Iraq remains a serious threat to regional
peace and stability. I remain determined to
see Iraq comply fully with all of its obliga-
tions under U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions. My Administration will continue to op-
pose any relaxation of sanctions until Iraq
demonstrates its peaceful intentions through
such compliance.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
for our efforts and shall continue to keep the
Congress informed about this important
issue.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Protocol to the Canada-United
States Taxation Convention
September 23, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Protocol Amend-
ing the Convention Between the United
States of America and Canada with Respect
to Taxes on Income and on Capital Signed
at Washington on September 26, 1980 as
Amended by the Protocols Signed on June
14, 1983, March 28, 1984 and March 17,
1995, signed at Ottawa on July 29, 1997. This
Protocol modified the taxation of social secu-
rity benefits and the taxation of gains from
the sale of shares of foreign real-property
holding companies.
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I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol
and give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 23, 1997.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the India-United States Extradition
Treaty and Documentation
September 23, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of India, signed at Washington on June
25, 1997.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, a related exchange of letters
signed the same date and the report of the
Department of State with respect to the
Treaty. As the report states, the Treaty will
not require implementing legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content of extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States.

Upon entry into force, this Treaty would
enhance cooperation between the law en-
forcement authorities of both countries, and
thereby make a significant contribution to
international law enforcement efforts. With
respect to the United States and India, the
Treaty would supersede the Treaty for the
Mutual Extradition of Criminals between the
United States of America and Great Britain,
signed at London December 22, 1931, which
was made applicable to India on March 9,
1942, and is currently applied by the United
States and India.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 23, 1997.

Remarks to the AFL–CIO
Convention in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
September 24, 1997

Thank you very much. I am delighted to
be here. Thank you for the warm welcome.
Thank you for the fast introduction. [Laugh-
ter]

The last time I spoke at your convention
it was 2 days before you elected John and
Rich and Linda. And I must say, from the
outside, it seems to me that they have done
a remarkable job, and I know that you must
be very, very proud of them.

I am delighted to be here with Secretary
Herman and Deputy Secretary Kitty Higgins
and Secretary Slater—a number of other
members of the administration. I should
mention one other, the successor at the
White House to Alexis Herman, former As-
sistant Secretary of Labor for Wage and
Hours Maria Echaveste. We’re all glad to be
here.

I also want to say right at the outset that
I am very glad that you voted to support cam-
paign finance reform. Now there will be a
vote on the Senate floor, and that will be
a time of testing. But I have made clear
where I stand. All 45 of our Democratic Sen-
ators have made clear where they stand. You
have now made clear where you stand. We
will soon see where the Senate stands, and
then where the House stands. This is a good
time to make our campaign finance laws bet-
ter, and I thank you for your crucial role in
it.

On a very personal word, I might say, I
came in a few moments ago and I was able
to hear Sandy Feldman, and hear your trib-
ute to our friend, Al Shanker. And I cannot
tell you how much I appreciate that. Under
his leadership, and Sandy’s, the AFT has
been a constant supporter of educational op-
portunity and educational excellence—a
clear signal that working professionals can be
organized for the objectives, the legitimate
objectives of the union movement. And one
of these objectives would be excellence on
the job. And there is no more important
place to have excellence on the job than in
educating our children. So I’m very, very
grateful for the AFT and for Sandy Feldman.
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